


What is the International Youth
Orchestra Bridges project?




The West Coast Youth Orchestra® is an
established South African youth orchestra
for musicians from all backgrounds,
empowering the youths of the West Coast
communities with musical knowledge,
imagination and a love of music.
Currently it has six interlocking music
education, development and performing
programmes running throughout the year.
It organised an international orchestra
tour in 2017 with great success.




What are the aims of the IYOB project?

In the UK, income is a barrier to learning to play a musical instrument. A 2019
study by the University of Bath and the Social Mobility Commission showed that
young people from disadvantaged backgrounds (i.e. those who qualify for free
school meals) are three times less likely to take up music lessons than those
from advantaged backgrounds. While the reasons for this are partly financial,
another significant barrier the report identified was that young people from
disadvantaged backgrounds perceive that they will not “fit in” at extra-curricular
activities. By bringing together young people from a variety of backgrounds
in an orchestra, we aim to break down this perception. We aim to unite them
through a love of music and the energy of group performance.

We hope that IYOB will ultimately encourage disadvantaged young musicians
to apply to music colleges and look to professional musicianship as a career.
Looking ahead, we hope that successful classical musicians from disadvantaged
backgrounds will inspire the next generation, consolidating the message that
music is for everyone, regardless of income. We perceive there will be similar
benefits for the children participating from South Africa and we aim to unite
them all through a love of music and the energy of group performance.

The 2019 study also identified that young people acquire life skills
through learning and performing music. These include confidence and
social skills. IYOB hopes to equip the next generation by teaching and
nurturing essential workplace skills.



To encourage social mobility.

A 2020 poll by the Social Mobility Commission found that social mobility is
declining in the UK, and there is a broad perception that the notion of class

is entrenched and there are few prospects for people from disadvantaged
backgrounds. We hope IYOB will address some of these negative perceptions
and encourage social mobility among the participants.

To give young people from the UK an
opportunity to travel to a country they
might not otherwise visit.

IYOB is a great opportunity for young people to visit South
Africa. For British children who have not travelled abroad
before, South Africa offers the reassurance of a familiar
language, as well as a chance to experience a different
country. The UK Department for Education encourages
teachers to offer a “broad and balanced” curriculum. [YOB
would support this approach by combining music with travel
and a broader cultural awareness.

For young people who choose music for a career, feeling
confident about international travel is an essential skill. 30%
of jobs in orchestral music require foreign travel and we hope
to prepare them for this added challenge.

Finally, music is an international language that enables
participants to connect meaningfully across boundaries
and cultures. The children participating will learn to
build relationships with others from a myriad of different
backgrounds.




How will we encourage young
people from all backgrounds,
especially disadvantaged
backgrounds, to pursue music
seriously?

How will we build young musicians’
confidence and healthy self-
discipline through rehearsing and
performing, building an essential
life skill to support any career?




How will we give young people
from the UK an opportunity to
travel to a country they might not
otherwise visit?

How will we encourage social
mobility?




Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5
Day 6
Day 7
Day 8
Day 9
Day 10
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Arrive in Cape Town, go to West Coast School
Rehearsal

Travel to Cape Town for rehearsal and concert
Day off, visit table mountain

Fly to Durban, drive to Pietermaritzburg
Concert Pietermaritzburg

Bus to Johannesburg

Workshop/concert in Soweto

Concert in Johannesburg
Flight back to UK
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